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Welcome to
DIT Conservatory of Music and Drama

- the home of Ireland’s future musicians and actors!

For over 120 years DIT Conservatory has been setting standards of excellence in music
education in Ireland. We are the leading national provider of music and drama education

in the country, with multiple hubs of performance activity in Dublin.

Our Junior Conservatory of Music offers the highest quality music education for children
and young people aged 3-18. We also deliver full-time degree programmes and part-time

Continuing Education opportunities for students over 18.

It is essential that musical talent is identified early and developed to its fullest potential by
excellent teaching, in a stimulating and supportive environment. At DIT Conservatory of Music
and Drama, we have the professional expertise and a proven frack record of educating high

calibre musicians, many of whom enter the profession both at home and abroad.

To find out more and to submit an application, see us online at
www.dit.ie/conservatory

There’s always something exciting happening at DIT Conservatory:
join us, have fun and be transformed!

Dr Orla McDonagh

Head of Conservatory

Website: www.dit.ie/conservatory
Email: conservatory@dit.ie
Telephone: 01 402 3572/7815




DIT Conservatory of Music and Drama

What is a Conservatoire?

What you can expect of us ...

What we expect of our Junior students ...

What we expect of our Junior students’ parents/guardians ...




Music Classes for Children

A child-centred approach underpins our Music Classes for Children, which emphasize
holistic development: each child has the opportunity to nurture and develop musical,
physical, conceptual and social skills appropiate to her/his age. Children learn through

active music making.
Our Music Classes for Children take place on Saturdays in our Rathmines Road campus.

Kids’ Club for pre-school children and children in Junior Infants

Pre-Instrumental Classes for Children in Senior Infants

Recorder classes for 7-9 year olds




The Junior Conservatory Music Curriculum

All Junior students take a Practical Lesson (instrument or voice) and a Musicianship
class. In addition, orchestral and vocal students participate in ensembles. The Practical
Lesson is the core activity for all students. Weekly lessons are delivered on a 1:1 or
group basis from September to May/June. Through these lessons, students learn
essential performance techniques and the skills of musical communication. See p. 8 for

information about Musicianship classes.

Grade Examinations and Competitions

Concerts

Our Campuses

Additional Needs and Disability




Department of Keyboard Studies

Head of Department: Dr David Mooney

The Junior Conservatory caters for piano students up to 18 years of age. Beginners on
piano are welcome to audition up to the age of 9 years. Beyond this age applicants
are expected to demonstrate previous experience of piano playing. The Continuing

Education division caters for experienced piano students aged 18 and over.

The Conservatory also offers tuition in organ, harpsichord and accordion. Applicants
without any previous experience should normally have reached a minimum of Grade
6 in piano.

INSTRUMENTS




Department of Vocal, Opera
and Drama Studies

Head of Department: Jennifer Hamilton

Part-time applicants should be between the ages of 16 and 25.




Department of Orchestral Studies

Head of Department: Dr Cliona Doris

JUNIOR PROGRAMMES

Below are recommended age guidelines to start each instrument:

Strings

Violin/Viola/Cello: 5-9 years
Viola/Cello: 6-10 years
Double-Bass: 9 years or older
Classical Guitar: 8 years or older
Harp: 6 years or older

Completion of at least one year of pre-instrumental class is recommended.

Recorder Classes: 7-9 years

Completion of at least one year of pre-instrumental class is recommended.

Woodwind/Brass: 9 years or older

Completion of at least one year of recorder class is recommended.

Percussion: 9 years or older
Completion of at least one year of pre-instrumental class and/or recorder class is
recommended. At least one year of piano is also advised.
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MUSIC EXCELLENCE PROGRAMME

INSTRUMENTS

CHAMBER MUSIC COACHING




Department of Academic Studies

Head of Department: Dr Kerry Houston
Musicianship Co-ordinator: Dr Lorraine O'Connell

The Department of Academic Studies provides:

e Musicianship Classes (Initial, Primary, Grades 1 to 8)
e Junior Certificate (1 year course)

e Leaving Certificate (1 year course)

MUSICIANSHIP CLASSES




JUNIOR CERTIFICATE AND LEAVING CERTIFICATE MUSIC COURSES




DUBLIN INSTITIUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Part-Time Adult Music Programmes

DIT CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC AND DRAMA

Allegro for Adults

NFQ Level 6 (5 ECTS)

Innovative musicianship courses for adults

Allegro 1 Aural Training, written skills and listening.
No musical experience needed.

Allegro 2 and 3 Aural training, composition, listening.

Musical experience required.

Jazz Improvisation

NFQ Level 6 (5 ECTS)

The course provides an intfroduction to the concept of jazz improvisation and
performance through ensemble playing.

Technical proficiency on an instrument or voice is required.

Advanced Vocal Studies
The programme is open to students who have completed an undergraduate
or post-graduate degree in vocal performance. The emphasis is on preparing

students for auditions and consolidating vocal technique.

www.dit.ie/conservatory
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Undergraduate and Postgraduate

Bachelor of Music
e Classical Performance e Irish Traditional Music Performance

» Composition * Pedagogy ® Musicology

Bachelor of Music Education
(Joint Course with Trinity College, University of Dublin)
e Classical Music e Irish Tradifional Music

Bachelor of Arts in Drama (Performance)
Bachelor of Arts in Commercial Modern Music

in association with BIMM Dublin  (www.bimm.co.uk/dublin)

CPD Diploma in Musical Theatre (subject to validation)
in association with The Irish College of Music Theatre
(www .theirishcollegeofmusictheatre.com)

Master of Music (Opera)

* Opera ¢ Repetiteur

Master of Music (Performance/Conducting)
* Classical Music e Irish Traditional Music ¢ Jazz
* Chamber Music * Piano Accompaniment

e Conducting

Master of Arts in Scoring for Film and Visual Media

in association with Pulse College (www.pulsecollege.eu)

MPh"/PhD by research and composition

www.dit.ie/conservatory




Frequentily Asked Questions

Applications for part-time Junior and Continuing Education instrumental/vocal lessons
open in January each year and close on 31 March. Submit an application online at

www.dit.ie/conservatory.

Applicants who apply by 31 March will be called to audition in April/May. You will
receive an email indicating the date and fime of your audition. There is no audition fee.
Applicants who apply after 31 March may be charged a late application fee and will

be auditioned in June, subject to the availability of places at that time.

Applications for Kids' Club and Pre-instrumental classes and for the one-year Junior
Certificate and Leaving Certificate courses normally open in March and close at the
end of April. There are no auditions for these classes — places are filled on a ‘first-come,

first-served’ basis. Submit an application online at www.dit.ie/conservatory.

Places for Kids' Club and Pre-Instrumental Classes are offered on a ‘first-come, first-

served’ basis, apply early to avoid disappointment.

Places for instrumental and vocal lessons are made on the basis of an audition.

Keyboard Studies and Orchestral Studies Departments:

Beginners

Auditions for Beginners take place in 2 stages:

Audition/Trial mini-lesson: Candidates are invited to take an audition where they may
be asked to sing a song, take some simple aural tests and may be given a short trial

lesson. If they can play another instrument they should play one piece on this instrument.

)



They are also expected to take a musical aptitude test. The test is usually administered
in groups of 10-15. It is designed for use by small children and involves listening to a
recording and responding by circling pictures on a page. A trial run is given before the
test begins. It tests rnythmic and pitch response. The result of the audition is added to the

result of the apftitude test and those scoring highest are offered places.

Non-beginners

Non-beginners for both the Junior Conservatory and Continuing Education (over-18)
division are expected to perform two contrasting pieces appropriate to their standard,
and take sight-reading and aural tests. They may be asked to perform scales appropriate
to their level. A short, informal interview also takes place at the audition. Contfinuing

Education students are expected to have performance experience.

Vocal Department:

Applicants are asked to prepare two confrasting songs.

You will receive an email informing you of the result of the audition. There are three

possibilities: an offer of a place, placement on the waiting list or not being offered a place.

This means you have passed the audition, but that an offer cannot be made until a
place becomes available in your chosen instrument/voice. Offers to candidates on
the waiting list are generally made around the middle of September and continue to
be made until all vacant places are filled — usually in early October. Please note that
the waiting list status is only relevant for the upcoming academic year and if you do not

receive a place you must re-audition to be considered for a place in the following year.

Pre-Junior, Junior and Continuing Education classes take place from September until

June and are held on weekday afternoons and evenings and on Saturdays.

All Junior Conservatory and Continuing Education students attend a musicianship class

to support teaching and learning in the instrumental lesson.
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Students studying an orchestralinstrument or voice attend a weekly ensemble rehearsal.

All of our teachers are highly qualified and experienced. You may request to study with

a particular teacher. We will fry to accommodate your request but cannot guarantee

to do so.




DIT Conservatory of Music and Drama Staff

Head of Violin
Conservatory

Head of Keyboard
Studies

Head of Orchestral Viola
Studies

Violoncello

Acting Head of
Vocal, Opera and

Drama Studies Double Bass

Viola da Gamba

Head of Academic Harp
Studies

Guitar

Acting Musicianship Organ

Co-ordinator Tp———— o

Classical Accordion
Recorder
Chamber Music




DIT Conservatory of Music and Drama Staff

Clarinet/Saxophone Voice Academic Studies

Bassoon
Trumpet
Repetiteurs
French Horn
Trombone/Euphonium
Tuba/Euphonium Early Years Music

Percussion

Irish Traditional Music Drama

Student Services -
Conservatory

Conservatory
Administration
Events Manager

Ensembles and
Concerts Manager

Audio/Visual Technician

Piano Technician




"ory of Music and Dra

Every year DIT Conservatory of Music and Drama mounts an
exciting series of public events, including:

We are always looking for ways to support our students, and enhance their

performance opportunities. You can help us to do this by:
supporting our Junior Conservatory and outreach work

sponsoring our opera and drama productions
offering student scholarships and prizes
helping us to improve our facilities
supporting the purchase of instruments

Every grant, donation and ticket

VTEOR g, bought for our performances helps our
$ K students. If you would like to help us help
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0 o a I'ts | t them, or if you would simply like to find
” S out more about the Conservatory, please
° o < please get in touch:

conservatory@dit.ie




Keep up-to-date with Conservatory news by:
liking our Focebook page (www.facebook.com/ditconservatory)

following us on Twitter (@DITConservatory)
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